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THE TAMING OF THE GREAT BARRIER REEF 
[By CLEM L. LACK] 
(Read to the Society on Aprh 23, 1959) 
The Great Barrier Reef is one of the greatest of 
the natural wonders of the world. It is the largest of 
all coral reef structures, and one of the extraordinary 
features about it is that its architects and builders 
belong to one of the most humble forms of marine 
animal life—the coral polyp. Next to the Great Barrier 
Reef of Australia in point of size is the reef off the 
coast of New Caledonia, which is more than 400 mhes 
in length. 
The Great Barrier Reef, a mighty natural sea 
barrier dwarfing the greatest engineering achieve-
ments of the ancient and modern worlds, extends for 
1,250 miles along the coast of Queensland, from Lady 
Elliot Island, just south of the Tropic of Capricorn, 
thl it loses itself almost on the shores of New Guinea, 
The Great Barrier Reef covers an area equal, 
conjointly, to that of England, Wales and Ireland, It 
is not, as many people believe, one continuous reef, 
but a series of reefs and coral shoals criss-crossed in 
every direction, but running, in the main, north and 
south. The distance from the mainland varies from 
ten to 150 miles. 
Where the reefs have grown to the surface, 
islands have formed in large numbers. Some islands 
are covered with coarse grass; others of greater age 
are clothed in heavy forests of mostly Pisonia and 
Tournefortia trees, with accompanying undergrowth, 
Ifere and there, usually opposite rivers which 
flow into the sea, are big breaks in the reef system, 
and through these steamers are able to make their 
way. Because of a system of beacons and lighthouses 
and through charting, the passage between the Outer 
Great Barrier Reef and the mainland is more or less 
safe for steamers; but even so, there are portions 
best traversed in daylight. 
In a northerly direction the reef may be said to 
end within a few miles of the islands of the Murray 
Group, If it were not for the silt-laden rivers of Papua, 
the reefs would probably extend to the shores of New 
Guinea, 
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Dangerous and Romantic Waters 
Until comparatively recent years innumerable 
reefs and currents of the Great Barrier made our 
northern seas, including the Torres Strait and Gulf 
waters, the most dangerous waters in the world. Few 
parts of the world have packed so much romance, 
tragedy, heroism and adventure to each square mile 
of sea. The ships which have passed through these 
northern waters would make a seafaring cavalcade 
rivalling the Mediterranean with its storied past — 
Cook's "Endeavour" (which traversed the entire 
Queensland coast); Dutch sloops from Batavia; 
Spanish galleons with poops towering like the turrets 
of castles, flying the Lions of Castile on their carved 
sternposts; clumsy Chinese junks with sahs of 
matting; Malay praus manned by the most skilful 
seamen of the eastern seas, able to sail almost in the 
wind's eye; the great war canoes of Kebisu, Kabara, 
and Rebes, manned by the terrible sea raiders of 
the Torres Strait, the Black Vikings of the Coral Sea, 
on island raids and head-hunting forays; schooners of 
blackbirders, sandalwood traders, pearling and beche-
de-mer luggers; and a host of South Sea adventurers 
and cut-throats as picturesque and villainous as 
Morgan, Blackboard, and other characters of the 
Spanish Main, 
And in the years before the Second World War, 
Japanese sampans, powered with diesel engines, 
sneaking furtively in an out of the lonely inlets, poach-
ing for pearls and pearlsheh in forbidden waters. 
To-day, navigation lights blink their friendly 
warning of dangerous reefs and shoals, but the rotted 
worm-eaten spars and rusted anchors of many a gahant 
ships have been strewn along these coasts for hun-
dreds of years. 
Taming of the Reef was a slow process. Because 
of the existence of this marvellous coralline structure, 
the Eighth Wonder of the World, the eastern coast 
of Queensland from a shipping point of view presents 
conditions that cannot be duplicated for peril in any 
other part of the world. Formidable obstructions to 
navigation bristle along the coastline from Sandy Cape 
to Bramble Cay, a distance of more than 1,000 mhes. 
What is known as the Inner Route, however, provides 
a track laid down for ships within the Barrier. It has 
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been closely surveyed, is navigated by the largest 
class of steamers, and is now one of the ocean high-
ways of the world, 
Raine Island Beacon 
The first serious attempt to tame the Reef dates 
from 1844. Forty miles to the south of Raine Island, 
which is fifty-five miles east-north-east of Cape 
Grenvhle, York Peninsula, the "Martha Ridgway," of 
Liverpool, was wrecked in 1840 in Wreck Bay, Great 
Barrier Reef, near Safe Entrance. She was a con-
spicuous mark for many years afterwards. The ship 
drifted on the reef during the night. On board was a 
detachment of the 50th Regiment, but the weather was 
fine and all aboard were saved by the accompanying 
vessel. Raine Island is only one-third of a mhe m 
length and almost a quarter of a mile broad, just out-
side the rocky surf wah of the Great Barrier Reef, It 
is noteworthy because of the solid five-foot thick wahs 
of cut stone which alone remain of a stone tower of 
forty feet in height built more than a century ago. 
The tower was designed by Moore, carpenter of 
"H.M.S. Fly," and buht under the supervision of Lieu-
tenant Ince, 
Raine Island lies in the centre of the opening 
between the northern extremity of the Great Detached 
Reef and the projecting point of the Great Barrier 
Reef, This opening, known as Raine Passage, was used 
in the 1840s and 1850s by ships making the passage of 
the Torres Strait from the eastward side. Many ships 
missed the opening and were carried on to the reefs. 
The tragedy of the barque "Charles Eaton" in 1834, 
and the wreck of the "Martha Ridgway" in 1840, high-
lighted the need for a suitable site for a sea mark 
which would enable vessels to avoid the dangers of 
these coral-strewn seas. 
As a result the British Admiralty, acting in con-
junction with the New South Wales authorities, 
instructed Captain Francis Price Blackwood, R.N., of 
"H.M.S. Fly"—who had recommended the establish-
ment of a beacon on Raine Island—to locate and 
establish a beacon at a convenient point. 
The Raine Island entrance was chosen because it 
combined the advantages of safety and convenience 
in handling sailing vessels in the south-east season 
(the Torres Strait route being unapproachable in the 
nor'-west season before the days of steam) and of 
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providing at Raine Island a suitable foundation for a 
permanent and lofty beacon. From the entrance an 
almost direct course could be set for 120 miles to the 
main channel of the Strait, clear of all dangers and 
with a fair wind. 
On May 27, 1844, the "Fly," having in company 
the colonial reserve cutter, "Prince George," landed 
a working party of twenty convict artisans from 
Sydney, with guards and supervisors, on Raine Island. 
The "Fly" lay off some twelve miles south-west in 
the sheltered waters behind the reef and the little 
tender "Midge," assisted by the ship's boats, acted as 
supply vessel. 
The stone was quarried and cut on the spot. Lime 
was obtained for mortar by burning shells and clams 
and other shellfish from the reef. Ample supplies of 
water, too brackish to drink, but quite suitable for 
mortar mixing, were obtained from wells on the 
island. Fresh water for drinking was brought from the 
Sir Charles Hardy Islands. Sawn timber for the roof 
and inner fittings came from the wreck of the "Martha 
Ridgway" on a reef thirty mhes to the south. 
A capacious tank was built to catch rain water 
from the roof, and goats were placed on the island so 
that future castaways might have a supply of fresh 
meat. There was no apparent means of support for 
the goats except shellfish and a few stunted shrubs. 
In less than three months, a circular stone tower 
sixty-four feet high was built and divided into three 
stories. No light was furnished at this period. There 
was then only one lighthouse on the Australian main-
land—on South Head, Port Jackson. Three years after 
the beacon was built on Raine Island lighthouses were 
erected on Gabo Island and Cape Otway. The 
monotony of labour on Raine Island was relieved by 
incidents such as the sighting at the Sir Charles Hardy 
Islands of a fleet of outrigger sailing canoes manned 
by the redoubtable savage seamen of the Warrior and 
Murray Islands, 100 mhes to the northward in Torres 
Strait, The acting armourer of "H,M,S. Fly" was 
flogged for stunning a corporal with a mallet. This 
impulsive petty officer turned out to be an old Sydney 
lag with a back already heavily seamed from previous 
punishment. 
Much more could be said of Raine Island which 
was associated with bizarre and tragic episodes in 
subsequent years, but time whl not permit. 
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Capt. Blackwood's Survey 
The construction of the beacon on Raine Island 
was only part of the extensive task successfully 
carried out by Captain Blackwood in making northern 
waters safer for navigation. In three years Blackwood 
surveyed an area 1,000 miles in length and 170 miles 
in width. He charted from Sandy Cape to as far north 
as 21° S,, including the Capricorn islands, Swain Reefs, 
and broad passages between, with an area of 200 miles 
in length and 100 miles in breadth. He surveyed the 
mainland coast and the adjacent sea between West 
Hill and the northern part of Whitsunday Passage, a 
distance of 100 miles. He marked the outer line of 
the Barrier Reef from 16°40' S, to 9°20' S„ a distance 
of nearly 500 miles. He surveyed Endeavour Strait 
and the eastern part of Torres Srait from Cape York 
to the eastern coast of New Guinea, with more than 
100 miles of the latter coast, together with numerous 
off-lying dangers and widespread banks of shoal 
soundings, and the estuaries of numerous rivers. Early 
in 1845, the central and north-western portion of 
Torres Strait was surveyed; an excellent track for 
shipping was laid down from Bramble Cay to Endea-
vour Strait. This route is known to-day as the Great 
North-east Channel, Subsequently Blackwood discov-
ered the Fly River in Papua. 
Capt. Wickham and Lieut. Stokes 
But Blackwood was not the first in the field of 
hydrographic survey of our coast. The first consider-
able hydrographic survey of the Queensland coast was 
made by Commander J. C, Wickham, R,N,, in "H,M,S, 
Beagle" in 1838 and 1839, In 1842 Captain Wickham 
was appointed Police Magistrate at Moreton Bay and 
a few years later on April 7, 1853, he became the first 
Government Resident in Moreton Bay, an appointment 
which he retained unth the establishment of self-
government in 1859; the building in which we meet 
to-night was, in effect, Queensland's first Government 
House. Wickham made a thorough examination of 
Torres Strait and the shores of the Gulf of Carpentaria 
which had not been visited since Flinders' voyage. 
Numerous traces of that intrepid officer's landings 
were found, e,g„ the Investigator Tree, This tree stood 
on Sweers Island in the Gulf of Carpentaria, and was 
marked by many navigators. From 1781 onward Dutch 
and Chinese voyagers left inscriptions upon the tree 
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and in 1802 an exploratory party led by Matthew 
Flinders cut into the trunk the name of their vessel 
"Investigator," with that of Robert Devine, 1st Lieu-
tenant, added. In March, 1841, Wickham returned to 
England and his first lieutenant, John Lort Stokes, 
who had officiated as marine surveyor, took over com-
mand of the Beagle, Stokes' journals make frequent 
reference to Flinders, and testify to the admiration 
which his accomplishments had impressed upon his 
successors. In 1841 Stokes contributed the name of 
"H.M.S. Beagle" to the Investigator Tree—also naming 
the spot Point Inscription—and in the 1850's and 1860's 
various other visitors, including Captain Norman of 
"H.M.S, Victoria" (the vessel sent north in 1861 to 
assist in the relief of the Burke and Wihs exploratory 
party) added their names to the collection. In 1887 
the historic tree was blown down during a gale; part 
of the trunk, with the name "Investigator" most 
clearly visible, is exhibited in the Queensland 
Museum, 
Stokes closely examined nearly 200 miles of the 
southern shores of the Gulf of Carpentaria. Twenty-six 
inlets were entered, into two of which rivers were 
found to discharge. To the first of these rivers the 
esteemed name of Flinders (July 28, 1841) was given. 
The second, named the Albert (August 1, 1841) was 
ascended in the boats, in the hope of satisfying the 
expectation that the mysterious interior of the con-
tinent might be penetrated by navigation up some 
waterway capable of floating vessels of burden. 
Tempted by an inviting estuary, Stokes ascended the 
Albert, and after rowing for fifty miles, found further 
progress impossible. But he had ascended above the 
tract of low, swampy ground which borders the sea, 
and quitting the boats the explorers ascended a short 
wooded valley. On reaching the head of this, a vast 
boundless plain, here and there dotted with woodland 
isles, lay before them. The course of the river could 
be traced to the southward by a line of green trees. 
The view inspired the mind of Stokes with pleasing, 
wistful imaginings and speculations, which find ex-
pression in his journal by passages of uncommon 
beauty and genuine feeling. He breathed an aspiration 
that ere long the now monotonous horizon might be 
broken by a succession of tapering spires rising from 
the many Christian hamlets that must ultimately stud 
this country. But he lamented, "to speculation alone 
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was I reduced; all I could do was to give one lingering 
look to the southward before I returned." (^ ) Provisions 
for a longer lingering were insufficient; Stokes 
returned to the ship. Upon the lovely country which 
had so charmed him he bestowed the name of Plains 
of Promise. 
To continue pur brief survey of hydrographic 
exploration in its correct sequence, in 1846 Lieutenant 
Yule in "H.M.S. Bramble" continued Captain Black-
wood's survey westward in the Gulf of Papua. A point 
of incidental interest is that en route he assisted 
Captain Wickham, then police magistrate at Moreton 
Bay, in completing a survey of Moreton Bay. In 1847-
1850, Captain Owen Stanley, in "H.M.S. Rattlesnake," 
did considerable survey work, including the re-
surveying of the entrance to Moreton Bay and the 
surveying of the north-eastern coast between Rocking-
ham Bay and Jervis Island. As a result of this latter 
survey cruise the Inner Route was marked and plans 
of anchorages, including Port Curtis, were completed. 
In Torres Strait, Captain Stanley extended previous 
investigations by the "Beagle," "Fly" and "Bramble," 
examining the eight channels, five of which were not 
previously known. It was in October, 1848, that 
Barbara Thomson, the white castaway from the 
wreck of the "America" cutter in Torres Strait in 
April, 1845, was rescued on the beach at Cape York 
Peninsula by a party of bluejackets from "H.M.S. 
Rattlesnake." She had been living with aboriginal 
tribes all that time, and her skin was tanned and blis-
tered almost black from exposure to the sun. But her 
amazing story, no doubt well known to all or most of 
you, does not come within our province this evening. 
Queensland's Marine Survey 
Queensland's marine survey began shortly after 
Separation. Staff Commander James Jeffery, Master, 
R.N., assisted by Donald Matheson, carried out survey 
work in the northern part of Great Sandy Strait, 
Hervey Bay, and the entrance to the Mary River. The 
year 1862 is a very important date because it was in 
that year that Queensland's first Governor, Sir George 
Ferguson Bowen, selected a site for a settlement on 
Albany Pass, Cape York Peninsula, for use as garrison 
post, coaling station, and harbour of refuge, and named 
it Somerset, after the Duke of Somerset, first Lord of 
(1) Discoveries in Australia, J. L. Stokes, 1846. 
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the Admiralty, The settlement, the history of which 
forms a romantic chapter in our Queensland story, 
was established in 1863 by John Jardine, then police 
magistrate at Rockhampton, but the official founda-
tion dated from August 21, 1864, when "H,M.S. 
Salamander" (Captain George Nares, R,N,) conveyed 
settlers north. Captain Nares provided useful hydro-
graphical and survey data. 
The survey was continued from 1866 to 1880 by 
Navigating Lieutenant E. P, Bedwell, R.N., in the 
schooner "Pearl"; by 1880, Whitsunday Island had 
been reached. Valuable hydrographical information 
was obtained in 1868 by Lieutenant Armit, R.N,, a 
surveyor aboard "H,M.S. Virago," which had succeeded 
the "Salamander" in provisioning and protection of 
the Somerset outpost. In 1881, surveys by the Hydro-
graphic Department of the British Admiralty super-
seded the Colonial surveys, and H,M, ships "Alert" 
and "Lark" were employed in Queensland and New 
Guinea waters. These vessels were joined in 1883 by 
"H,M,S, Dart." The "Dart" continued survey work 
until 1903, her survey cruises ranging from Tasmania 
to the Great Barrier Reef, and from New Zealand to 
the Solomons. 
A ship notable in Queensland's Colonial naval 
history entered the scene in 1885, when the Queens-
land Government loaned the gunboat "H.M,Q,S. 
Paluma" to the Hydrographic Department for survey 
work in Great Barrier Reef waters. The "Paluma" and 
her sister ship, the "Gayundah," had been purchased 
by Queensland from Great Britain in 1884 during the 
Russian war scare of the eighties, when the illusory 
threat of raids by Russian cruisers, rumoured to be 
at large in the Pacific, produced a condition bordering 
on panic in Queensland and the Southern States. The 
"Paluma" was actively engaged in survey work until 
March 1895. "H.M.S. Penguin" arrived in Australia in 
1890 and was employed in survey work around the 
Australian coastline until 1906, Survey work on the 
Great Barrier Reef by the "Dart," "Paluma," 
"Penguin," and "Waterwitch," corrected errors in 
previous surveys and continued the trigonometrical 
survey of the Queensland coast between Cape York 
and Whitsunday Island, In 1907, the "Penguin" was 
replaced by H,M.S. "Fantome." 
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R.A.N. Survey Service Established 
In 1921 the Royal Australian Naval Surveying 
Service was established; Captain John Robins, R.A.N., 
was the first hydrographer. "H.M.A.S. Geranium," 
commanded by Lieutenant Commander Kenneth 
MacKenzie, R.N., was commissioned for survey duties. 
The Admiralty gave assistance with "H.M.S. Fantome" 
in 1921-23, and under the command of Commander 
P.S.E. Maxwell, R.N., commenced an examination of 
the western approaches to Torres Strait. The 
"Fantome" was replaced in 1924 by "H.M.S. Herald," 
which continued this survey unth 1926; the "Herald" 
al'o undertook the survey of Endeavour Strait and 
th '. south-eastern approaches to Prince of Wales 
Channel. In 1925, H.M.A.S. "Geranium" began the 
important survey of the Cumberland Channel within 
the Great Barrier Reef; she was assisted in this work 
by H,M. surveying ship "Silvio," which was renamed 
H.M.A.S. "Moresby," in honour of Admiral John 
Moresby. In 1927 the "Geranium" paid off, followed by 
the "Moresby" in 1929. In 1933 the "Moresby" was 
recommissioned for urgent strategic surveys in north-
ern waters; she was still engaged on this work on the 
outbreak of the Second World War. During 1941 the 
"Moresby" was employed in surveying the Great 
North-East Channel, 
Survey ships of the R,A,N. played a vastly 
important role in naval operations during the Second 
World War. Their story does not properly belong here. 
After the Second World War, survey work carried out 
in Queensland waters included Curtis Channel, Port 
Curtis, part of Hervey Bay, and north of the Percy 
Islands. It is appropriate that the name of the famous 
Queensland gunboat of Colonial Navy days, the 
"Paluma," has been perpetuated in the newest survey 
vessel of the R.A.N, surveying service. The new 
"Paluma" is 180 tons, and is a motor vessel now 
operating in Western Australia. Late this year she 
will come to Queensland to chart the Great Barrier 
Reef waters, as did her namesake seventy years ago. 
The Lighthouse System 
Until the turn of the century the lighthouse 
system on the Queensland coast was the responsibhity 
of the Harbours and Marine Department of the 
Government of Queensland. Shortly after Federation 
all the main coast lights came under the jurisdiction 
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of the Commonwealth, The lighthouse system through-
out its history, first under the State and then under 
the Commonwealth, has always been maintained at a 
high standard of efficiency. In this connection, 
Queensland, even in her colonial days, compared 
favourably with any country in the world. 
On its establishment in 1901 the Commonwealth 
was authorised to make laws with regard to light-
houses, lightships, beacons and buoys. The Lighthouses 
Act of 1911 gave the Commonwealth power to enter 
into an agreement with the States for the acquisition 
of lighthouses and marine marks, and to erect or alter 
such navigational aids as required. As a result, on 
July 1, 1915, the Commonwealth took over from the 
States 179 marine marks, including 104 manned light 
stations, and eighteen automatic lighthouses. It was 
thought advisable at the time that the States should 
continue to control the lights and navigational aids 
established in ports, harbours and rivers, and this 
procedure has been adopted. 
The Commonwealth is responsible for the lighting 
of the coastal shipping tracks between the various 
ports, and the Commonwealth Lighthouse Service was 
formed to build and maintain the lighthouses, buoys, 
beacons, lightships, radio beacons, and other aids 
needed for safe and expeditious navigation. 
The Barrier Reef plays an important part in the 
chain of lighthouses and navigation aids along the 
north-eastern coastline. The shipping tracks follow 
tortuous passages through the Reef. Although these 
tracks are to a large extent sheltered by the reef from 
the south-easterly winds which prevail for the greater 
part of the year, they are, nevertheless, exposed to 
the several cyclones which occur in the summer 
months. But the inner shipping track between the 
Reef and the Queensland coast is not as dangerous as 
it used to be in former years. It is well lighted and 
wrecks are infrequent. Lighthouses in these potentially 
dangerous reef-strewn waters are buht to withstand 
gales of up to 130 miles an hour, and on an average, 
are spaced at intervals of about 20 miles. They mark 
turning points in the shipping tracks, form leading 
lights through narrow passages, or give warning of 
sunken coral reefs which constitute the main danger 
to navigation. 
There are fifty-five automatic lighthouses on the 
Queensland coast. In addition there are two unattended 
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lightships named "Breaksea Spit" and "Carpentaria." 
The first marks Breaksea Spit, a dangerous coral for-
mation extending north of Sandy Cape outside 
Bundaberg, and the second marks Merkara Shoal, 
about eighty mhes west of Thursday Island in Torres 
Strait. 
There are seventeen main coastal lights between 
Cape Moreton and the Carpentaria lightship in Torres 
Strait. Fifteen of them are exhibited from lighthouses, 
and the other two from lightships. These seventeen 
lights do not of course include the lights within port 
limits. 
Menace of the Cyclones 
From April to October the south-east trade wind 
prevails on the coast, and the atmosphere is generally 
fine and clear and the rainfall slight. From December 
to March, however, is the hurricane season, when the 
navigator must always watch his barometer and be 
on the alert for storm indications. The geographical 
limits between which hurricanes have struck the coast 
are between Cape Melville in latitude 12° South and 
Wide Bay, in 26° South. On March 4-5, 1899, two 
cyclones, one coming from the direction of New 
Guinea and whistling across the sandstone barrens of 
Cape York Peninsula, and the other lashing in whirling 
fury from the Coral Sea, converged at Cape Melvihe 
about midnight, and the pearling fleet was trapped in 
a roaring hell of wind and water. In February the 
pearling fleet of schooners and luggers, manned by 
coloured crews with Europeans in command, were 
working the eastern side of the Peninsula down as far 
as Cape Melville. Experienced pearling men in the fleet 
knew that heavy weather was coming, and the fleet 
had made for the comparative shelter of Cape Melvihe, 
anchoring under the lee of the Cape in Bathurst Bay, 
in water sheltered from any wind but north. Caught 
in the vortex of the two hurricanes, the vessels were 
in a hopeless position off a lee shore, with no possible 
means of clawing away from it. Mountainous seas 
threw the ships about like corks and flung them ashore 
to be splintered to matchwood on the granite head-
lands of the Cape. When the pithess dawn broke not 
a single ship remained afloat, and 307 men, including 
twelve whites and 295 coloured men, had been 
drowned. Seventy-seven ships were lost, including the 
Channel Rock lightship which sank at her moorings. 
Had there been a wireless meteorological station "at 
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Whhs Island in 1899, it is very likely that the disaster 
could have been avoided, or at the worst, mitigated. 
On March 4, Clement Wragge, an outstanding meteor-
ologist, was in his Brisbane office plotting out his 
weather chart. He read the threatening signs and im-
mediately issued storm warnings to the far northern 
ports. These warnings were not received by the 
pearling fleet. There was no telegraph station at Cape 
Melvihe land many years were to pass before the 
Marconi, system of wireless communication was 
developed. 
Out in the wastes of the Coral Sea, 267 mhes 
north-east from Townsville and about the same 
direction from Cairns, is the lonely Willis group of 
islands. On South Islet, usually cahed Whlis Island, 
is the wireless meteorological station established by 
the Federal Government in November 1921. Wihis 
Island is the weather watchdog for the Australian 
coast, furnishing data on the existence and direction 
of hurricanes several hours before they are recorded 
by the stations on the Queensland coast from Cook-
town southward. Warnings given by Willis Island 
enable precautions to be taken along the eastern coast, 
mitigating as far as possible the worst effects of these 
periodic hurricanes, which are synonymous with the 
typhoons of the China Sea in fury and destructiveness. 
The cyclones have their origin among the equa-
torial islands of the South Pacific. Ordinarily they 
curve in a great parabola south-west, south-east, and 
east past New Caledonia, and dissipate their energies 
in space, only a smah proportion reaching the Austra-
lian coast. One such hurricane on March 16, 1911, 
destroyed the township of Port Douglas and sank the 
steamer "Yongala" with all hands. In 1870 Townsvhle 
was nearly levelled by a cyclone; Bowen was visited 
in 1884 and again last year; Cairns and Croydon in 
1906; Cooktown in 1907 and again in 1950. After 
striking the coast these hurricanes generally re-curve 
to the southward and eastward and blow themselves 
out in the Tasman Sea. 
A peculiarly Polynesian contribution to naviga-
tion was the "wind plan." It was based on the legend 
that Raka, god of the winds, in his playful moods, blew 
through holes on the horizon, "rua matongi."^^^ In the 
Polynesian wind plan, the "head" of the winds, 
n ) W. W. Gill, Myths and Songs of the South Pacific, 1876. 
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"Marangai," is in the east, the tah, "Ika," south-west 
and west, and dies away into "Uru" (south-south-
west), the "feathery" wind. From the north-north-east 
blew the Maoake-ta ("the terrible Maoake"). The 
north-east, Maoake, was the starting point of the 
cyclones which circled until at the "Uru" there is a 
perfect calm, mocking the desolation so lately 
wrought. The Polynesian voyagers also had primitive 
but very effective navigational charts pieced together 
with sticks and twine, showing winds, currents, and 
sailing routes. The canoes were not necessarily 
cramped; in their way they were as great an achieve-
ment in marine architecture as the Viking longships 
and just as seaworthy. The largest could seat up to 
100 or more paddlers, with space for the women and 
children, a store of coconuts and the inevitable pigs. 
The Polynesian long canoe, with its elaborately carved 
prow of Kura, the sacred frigate bird, could sah 
almost in the eye of the wind—the problem which 
baffled the Phoenician and other voyagers of classical 
times, and was not solved by the Europeans until long 
after the Middle Ages. A hundred years before the 
first recorded Viking raid on the Dorset coast of 
England, Polynesian sea rovers were making over 
thousands of square mhes of ocean, voyages which, in 
Dr, Wood's striking phrase, make the Odyssey seem 
like an incident. 
The voyage through Torres Strait and down the 
Inner Route has the great advantage not only of much 
picturesque scenery, which, at Hinchinbrook and Whit-
sunday Passages, has been likened to the grandeur of 
the Norwegian fjords, but it is made in smooth water. 
The long, rolling swell of the Pacific is entirely broken 
by the Barrier Reef, Many a shipmaster, after being 
battered about in the Coral Sea, bound over from New 
Guinea, has been thankful to come through one of the 
numerous openings in the reef and find himself under 
the friendly shelter of its lee. 
The Pearling Industry 
In the colourful history of the Great Barrier Reef, 
some mention, necessarily brief, must be made of the 
pearl and pearl shell industry. Our pearling industry 
dates from 1868, when Captain Whliam Banner, of the 
Sydney brig "Julia Percy," fished the first cargo of 
pearlsheh from Warrior Reef, 
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Captain Banner was looking for beche-de-mer 
when he noticed the natives preparing for a dance, 
and saw they had big mother-of-pearl pendants round 
their necks. He made a bargain with Kebisu, mamoose, 
or chief, of the headhunters of Tutu (Bligh's Warrior 
Island), who raided for generations the islands of 
Torres Strait in their great war canoes. These canoes, 
as big as Roman galleys or Viking longships, measured 
between seventy and eighty feet in length, and had 
twenty-foot outriggers each side, which made them 
practically unsinkable. They carried 200 fighting men 
and had two masts, with mat sails. In the waist of 
each ship was a fighting deck of planks for the chief 
and his bodyguard, armed with stone-headed clubs 
and shark-toothed swords. The high sides of the canoes 
shielded the bowmen who could unloose a constant 
stream of arrows in a seafight or raid on a lamar 
(white man's) ship. Perhaps the subtle menace of 
Banner's shotted fore-and-aft cannon, which could far 
outrange the eight-foot bows and barbed arrows of 
the Black Bowmen of Tutu, had something to do with 
the caution of the bloodthirsty and crafty Kebisu. 
The two men parleyed, and in return for toma-
hawks and iron—which in the eyes of Kebisu and his 
sea raiders were priceless, whereas the pearls and 
pearlsheh were worthless except perhaps as ornaments 
or playthings for children—Banner and his crew won 
a rich harvest from the sea bottom, 
Pearlsheh was then worth £150 a ton in Sydney. 
For every pearl found by Kebisu's skin divers, the 
reward was a tomahawk, and Banner collected many 
large pearls. The pearls were also valueless to the 
seashore aboriginals of the mainland. They cooked the 
oysters over their fires, and spat out the pearls into 
the sand as they chewed the oyster flesh in their 
strong white teeth. 
In 1871 the value of pearlsheh gathered in Torres 
Strait was £25,000. Seven years later over £112,000 
worth of shell was obtained, the price being £400 a ton. 
Era of Diving 
When the supply of shell on the exposed reefs in 
shallow water became depleted in the late seventies, 
the era of diving began. Massacre and murder of 
pearlers' crews by natives who were shamelessly ex-
ploited, and savage reprisals by whites, stud the 
history of pearling. Diving dresses began to be used 
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about 1874 by white pearlers. Colourful characters 
from the ports of the Seven Seas congregated in the 
waters of the Torres Strait, among them men around 
whose names have been woven innumerable legends of 
daring feats and hairbreadth escapes from horrible 
death. Entry of Japanese in large numbers into the 
pearling industry dates from 1892 when the Queens-
land Government entered into an agreement with the 
British Imperial Government to accept Japanese aliens 
under the terms of the Anglo-Japanese alhance. 
Power compressors for pumping air down to divers 
began to replace manually operated pumps about 
1913-14, After the First World War came the two-
stage high capacity compressor which enabled two or 
more divers to work below at the same time. 
Most shell is gathered at less than twenty 
fathoms (120 feet). At that depth a diver with an air 
pressure of 531b. to the square inch may work safely 
for about an hour; usually he works for half an hour. 
His safety depends mainly on his ascent to the surface 
being properly "staged"; i.e,, stops at various depths 
according to the time that he has been under water. 
If he is brought straight to the surface he is in great 
danger of suffering some form of compressed air 
illness, possibly paralysis. This is caused by the 
nitrogen which he has absorbed under pressure being 
released as bubbles in the blood stream during 
de-compression. Many divers have been crippled by 
paralysis ("the bends"). 
In the earlier years of the industry many divers, 
principally Japanese, lost their lives in the Darnley 
Deeps, off Darnley Island, Frank Reid ("Romance of 
the Great Barrier Reef") records having seen scores 
of graves of Japanese divers on Darnley Island, most 
of whom had descended to from thirty-five to forty 
fathoms. They were either paralysed or so shockingly 
crushed by the great pressure of the ocean depths that 
the bodies had to be buried in their diving dress. Some 
Manila divers claimed they had touched the floor of 
Torres Strait at forty fathoms. Diving for pearlsheh 
at any depth over thirty fathoms was dicing with 
death. 
It is appropriate that the intelligent and indus-
trious Torres Strait Islanders, descendants of the 
Black Vikmgs who terrorised the strait waters long 
ago, are to-day the foundations of Queensland's pearl-
shell and trochus sheh industry. When the Second 
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World War broke out every able-bodied Islander joined 
the Armed Forces. They formed, within the Australian 
Army, the Torres Strait Light Infantry Battalion of 
more than 700 men—a magnificent battalion of proud 
martial bearing as befitted the descendants of a war-
like race. To-day the Torres Strait Islanders own 
twenty-four luggers and cutters valued at £108,000, 
In addition to their own fleet on which 260 Islanders 
are employed, they man thirty privately-owned 
Queensland pearling and trochus vessels as divers, 
engineers, tenders and crew. 
In an effort to increase pearlsheh production for 
the world's markets as an answer to the threat to 
pearlsheh by plastic, in 1957 the Queensland Govern-
ment agreed to the request by the Thursday Island 
Pearlshehers' Association for the introduction of Asian 
divers. In March, 1958, 160 Ryukuan divers, engineers 
and tenders arrived in Queensland to enter the 
industry, but unfortunately the success which was 
hoped for from these men was not obtained. Many of 
them have been returned to their home land and the 
balance will probably follow early next year, Mean-
whhe the Queensland Government through Island 
Industries Board is undertaking the training of Torres 
Strait Islanders as divers and tenders and it is 
intended to open this school in 1959, with tutors ob-
tained from the ranks of the more experienced Torres 
Strait Islanders. 
APPENDICES 
Appendix I: 
Queensland's Maritime Boundaries 
When Queensland was separated from New South 
Wales in 1859, the 141st meridian was the western 
boundary of Queensland, In 1862, the territory of 
Queensland was increased by adding a strip of New 
South Wales territory north of the 26th parallel and 
west to the 138th meridian. 
Queensland's rights were not clearly defined re-
garding the islands off the coast. Letters Patent dated 
June 6, 1859 and Letters Patent dated March 13, 1862 
transferred to Queensland "all and every adjacent 
islands, etc." 
In 1865, the Governor of New South Wales 
granted a lease of Raine Island (Lat. 11° 35' S.; Long. 
144° I'E.) which is on the outer edge of the Barrier 
Reef and about sixty miles from the coast of 
Queensland. 
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By Letters Patent, dated May 30, 1872, the 
Governor of Queensland was appointed Governor of 
all islands within sixty mhes of the coast. The islands 
within sixty miles were transferred to Queensland by 
G,G. 1872 Vol, 1 pp 1325-6. 
By Letters Patent dated October 10, 1878, Queens-
land was authorised to annex by Proclamation, the 
islands beyond the sixty-mhe limit. By G. G. 1879 Vol. 
1 pp. 1379-80 and G.G. 1879 Vol. 2 p, 143, the boundar-
ies of Queensland were extended to include all islands 
of the Great Barrier Reef, Torres Strait and Gulf of 
Carpentaria. 
The passing of the Imperial Act "Commonwealth 
of Australia Constitution Act" rendered necessary the 
issue of a fresh Commission to the Governor of 
Queensland. Letters Patent dated October 29, 1900 
did not confirm the Letters Patent dated October 10, 
1878, To place the matter beyond doubt, on June 10, 
1925, a fresh Commission was issued to the Governor 
of Queensland, The result is that the martime boun-
dary of Queensland is the coastline from Point Danger 
to the 138th meridian in the Gulf of Carpentaria, 
together with all islands within the outer edge of the 
Barrier Reef and within a line drawn from the north-
western point of the reef to the 138th meridian. 
Appendix II 
Lighthouses on the Coast 
In the following list of lighthouses on the 
Queensland coast, taken from the Admiralty list of 
lights (1957), those which are the responsibility of 
the Commonwealth are indicated by the abbreviation 
"Co." Unmanned lights are indicated by the letter 
"U." The letters "cp ," represent candle power, and 
"occ" for occulting. The years when the lighthouse 
was established and last altered are also indicated:— 
Southport, 1937: One red air light making a group 
of flashes corresponding to the Morse letters S,P, Air 
lights are often of great luminous power and elevation. 
Their power is usually greater than that of most 
navigational lights, and on some coasts may be the 
first lights, or looms of lights, sighted when approach-
ing the land during the hours of darkness. The 
Southport light is 106 feet above high water 
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Point Lookout (U. Co.) 1932: One white light, 
3,000 cp,, three group flashes, fifteen seconds, 260ft, 
above high water; visible twenty-two miles. 
Cape Moreton (Co,), 1857-1930: One white light, 
1,400,000 cp., four group flashes; 390ft. above high 
water; visible twenty-seven miles. Lighthouse with 
telephone, connected with main telegraphic system. 
North Point (U. Co.) 1939-1944: One white, red 
sectors, white 1,000 cp,, red, 400 cp., one second flash; 
eighty-one feet above high water; visible fourteen 
miles. 
Comboyuro Point, Moreton Bay, 1862-1955: One 
white, red sectors, four seconds flash; fifty feet, nine 
miles. 
Cowan Cowan (U,) 1864-1930: One white, red 
sector; flash l,7sec,; fifty feet, twelve miles. With 
telephone, connected with main telegraphic system, 
Tangaluma, 1952: Four beacon leading lights, two 
white, two red, two 200 yards apart, two 320 yards 
apart. 
Pile Light, Brisbane River, 1913-1952: East side 
of entrance to new bar channel, one white, red sectors, 
three seconds flash, twenty-two feet above high water; 
hexagonal pile structure. With telephone, connected 
with main telegraphic system. 
Caloundra Head (Co.) 1896-1942: Three-quarters 
of a mile westward of head, white, red, green sectors, 
white 200,000 cp., red and green 40,000 cp , ; two group 
flashes, ten seconds; 171ft, elevation; visible nineteen 
miles. 
Double Island Point (Co.), 1884-1933: One white 
light, 750,000 c p . ; fl^ash 7.5 s e c ; elevation 315ft,, 
visible twenty-four miles. Lighthouse with telephone 
connected with main telegraphic system. 
Sandy Cape (Co.), 1870-1937: Summit north part 
of Great Sandy Island, one white light, 1,600,000 cp,, 
10 sec, flash; elevation 421ft,, visible twenty-seven 
miles. Radio telephone. From the southward the light 
is seen on opening Indian Head. 
Breaksea Spit (U.), 1918-1944: Light vessel, 
northward of Spit; one white light and bell, 1,500 cp , ; 
three group flashes, 15 s e c ; thirty-two feet elevation; 
visible ten miles. Red hull, lantern on steel mast, 
Breaksea Spit in black on sides. 
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Woody Island, Great Sandy Strait: North Bluff, 
front (U.), one white, red sector, 1.5 sec, flash; 140ft. 
elevation; visible sixteen miles. Middle Bluff, rear, one 
white, red, green sectors; fixed light. Lighthouse, with 
telephone, connected with main telegraphic system. 
Burnett River (U. Co,), 1873-1932: South side of 
entrance, one white light, 700 cp,, 3 sec, flash, thirty-
seven feet elevation; visible eleven mhes. 
Lady Elliott Island (Co.), 1866-1928: One white 
light, 85 c p , ; 5 sec, flash; elevation sixty-five feet; 
visible thirteen miles. 
Bustard Head (Co.), 1868-1935: One white, 
560,000 cp,, two group flashlights, 10 s ec ; 336ft, 
elevation; visible twenty-four miles; one red, 16 cp, 
fixed light, 320ft. elevation; visible twenty miles; one 
white, red sector, 1,6 miles 313° from main light, (U.), 
white 1,000 cp., red 400 cp., one second flash, elevation 
131ft.; white visible fourteen mhes, red eleven mhes. 
With telephone, connected with main telegraphic 
system. 
Gatcombe Head, Port Curtis (Co,) : South-east 
part (U.), 1900, one white red sector, 1,500 c,p„ three 
group flash lights, 9 sec, 128ft. elevation, visible 
fifteen miles. The Narrows leading to Keppel Bay are 
lighted by ten lights between Monte Christo Landing 
and Black Swan Creek. West slope of head front, one 
white light, I sec flash, thirty-two feet elevation; rear, 
one white light, occulting* 4 sec, sixty-six feet eleva-
tion ; front white light flash, 1 sec, twenty feet eleva-
tion ; rear, one white, occ, 4 sec, elevation fifty-three 
feet, front one white, 1 sec, flash, sixty-six feet eleva-
tion, visible twelve mhes; red, one white, occ. 4 sec, 
121ft, elevation; visible fourteen miles. 
Cape Capricorn (Co,), 1875-1923: One fixed white 
light, 101ft, elevation. 
Rundle Island (U.) : One white light, under 100 
cp., 3 sec, flash, seventy feet elevation; visible six 
miles. 
Old Pilot Station, Keppel Bay, 1865-1954: Near 
north extreme of Grassy Hhl Point; one white light, 
1 sec flash, visible seven miles. 
* A sli-aiiv light, wilJi. at regular intervals , a sudden and total ecl ipse. 
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Sea Hill Point (Co.), 1876-1933: Summit of Little 
Sea Hill; one white, red sector, 1,500 cp., two group 
flash lights, 6 sec, 109ft. elevation, visible fifteen 
mhes. 
Balaklava Island, Fitzroy River (U.), 1885-1950: 
Front, one white light, 1 sec. flash, elevation fifty-six 
feet, visible ten miles; rear, one white light, occ. 4 sec, 
ninety-three feet elevation, visible fifteen miles; front, 
one white fixed light, nine feet elevation; rear, one 
white fixed light, thirty-one feet elevation. 
North Reef (Co. 1878-1929: On sand bank south 
side of Capricorn Channel, one white light, 250,000 cp., 
four group flash, 20 sec, elevation seventy-five feet, 
visible fourteen miles. 
High Peak Island (Co. U.), 1920-21: Summit of 
islet off eastern extremity, one white light, 5,000 cp,, 
5 sec. flash, 208ft. elevation, visible twenty mhes. 
Pine Islet (Co.), 1885-1923: Summit of South 
West Islet, Percy Isles, one white-red sector; flashing 
209,000 cp., flash white 22,000 cp., flash red 9,000 c p . ; 
fixed and flashing, 120 sec, elevation 230ft,, visible 
twenty-one miles. Slowest light on the coast; makes 
one revolution in eight minutes. 
Mackay, 1947: One white light, 1,000 cp., air 
flash; fifty-five feet elevation, visible twelve miles. 
Flat Top Island (U. Co.), 1874-1920: One white-
red sector; white 2,000 cp., red 800 c p . ; four group 
flashes, 20sec, elevation 174ft., visible nineteen miles, 
Bailey Islet (U. Co.), 1928: One white hght, 3,000 
cp . ; three group flashes, 9 sec, elevation 117ft,, visible 
seventeen miles. 
Coppersmith Rock (U. Co.), 1928: One white light, 
3,000 c p . ; two group flashes, 6 sec, elevation eighty-
eight feet, visible fifteen miles. 
Dent Island, Whitsunday Passage (Co.): One 
white light, 22,500 cp., flash 2.5 sec, elevation 120ft. 
visible sixteen mhes. 
Eshelby Island (U. Co.), 1935: One white hght, 
3,500 cp., two group flashes, 6 sec, elevation 175ft,, 
visible eighteen miles. 
Cape Bowling Green (U. Co.), 1874-1920: One 
white light, 5,000 cp., four group flashes, 20 sec 
seventy feet elevation, visible fourteen miles. 
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Cape Cleveland (Co.), 1885-1924: East side, front 
one white light 2,500 cp,, 1 sec flash, elevation 150ft,, 
visible eighteen mhes; rear 1879-1926, one white-red 
sector, white 50,000 cp,, red 20,000 cp., flash 7.5 sec, 
elevation 210ft,, visible twenty mhes. 
Bay Rock, Cleveland Bay (U. Co,), 1886-1920: 
Westward of Magnetic Island, west channel entrance, 
one white-red sector, white 1,500 cp., red 600 cp , ; 
two group flashes, 6 sec, elevation ninety-four feet, 
visible, white fifteen mhes, red six miles. 
White Rock (U, Co.), 1940: One white light, 
150,000 cp., three group flashes, 20 sec, elevation 
ninety-eight feet, visible fifteen miles. 
Brook Islands (U. Co.), 1921: One white light, 
3,000 cp,, four group flashes, 12 sec, elevation 165ft., 
visible eighteen mhes. 
North Barnard Islands (U. Co.), 1897-1921: One 
white light, 3,000 cp,, flash 5 sec, elevation 280ft., 
visible seventeen miles, 
Russell Island (U., Co.), 1929: One white hght 
3,000 cp., two group flashes, 6 sec, elevation 250ft,, 
visible seventeen miles. 
Fitzroy Island (Co.), 1943: One white light, 
350,000 cp., flash 16 sec, and 8 sec, four, three and two 
group flashes, every 16 sec, 455ft. elevation, visible 
twenty-eight mhes. 
Little Fitzroy Island (U. Co,), 1929-1954: One 
white light 18,000 cp,, three group flashes, 15 sec, 
elevation 140ft., visible seventeen miles. 
Port Douglas (U. Co.), 1879-1920: One white hght 
1,000 cp,, red sector 400 cp,, four group flashes 20 sec. 
Elevation eighty-five feet, visible, white ten miles, red 
six mhes. 
Low Isles (Co,), 1878-1930: One white light 
100,000 cp., F1,W, 2.5 sec. Elevation sixty-five feet, 
visible thirteen miles. 
Archer Point (U. Co.), 1883-1957: One white light, 
four group flashes, 20 sec, elevation 240ft., visible 
twenty-two miles. 
Rocky Islet (U. Co.), 1883-1957: One white light, 
8,500 cp,, flash 4 sec, elevation ninety-two feet, visible 
fifteen mhes. 
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Bougainville Reef (U, Co.), 1944: One white light, 
7.5 sec, flash, elevation sixty-five feet, visible twelve 
miles. 
Grassy Hill, Endeavour River (U. Co,): One white 
light, 1,500 cp., two group flashes, 6 sec, elevation 
530ft,, visible fifteen mhes. 
Three Isles (U, Co.), 1942: One white light, 3,000 
cp., three group flashes, 15 sec, elevation seventy-five 
feet, visible fourteen mhes. 
Palfrey Islet (U, Co,), 1936: One white light, 3,400 
cp,, four group flashes, 12 sec, elevation 261ft,, visible 
eighteen miles. 
Coquet Island (U. Co.), 1915: One white light, 
1,500 cp., flash 5 sec, elevation fifty-six feet, visible 
thirteen miles. 
South Barrow Islet (U.), 1950: One white light 
1,000 cp,, four group flashes, 12 sec, elevation eighty-
six feet, visible fifteen miles. 
Pipon Island (U. Co.), 1901-1948: One white-red 
sector, white 3,000 cp., red 1,200, three group flashes, 
15 sec, elevation fifty-five feet, visible twelve miles, 
Wharton Reef (U, Co,), 1915: One white light 
1,500 cp,, 3 sec, flash, elevation fifty-six feet, visible 
thirteen miles. 
King Island (U), 1950: One white light 500 cp,, 
two group flashes, 10 sec, elevation fifty-four feet, 
visible twelve miles. 
Hannah Island (U. Co.), 1934: One white light 
3,000 cp,, two group flashes, 6 sec, elevation seventy-
four feet, visible fourteen miles. 
Heath Reef (U, Co,), 1918: One white light 1,500 
cp., three group flashes, 15 sec, elevation fifty-six 
feet, visible thirteen miles. 
Waterwitch Reef (U. Co.), 1918: One white light 
1,500 cp., four group flashes, 20 sec, elevation fifty-
six feet, visible thirteen miles. 
Chapman Reef (U, Co,), 1917: One white light 
1,500 cp,, 5 sec, flash, elevation fifty-six feet, visible 
thirteen miles. 
Restoration Rock (U. Co.), 1927-1951: One white-
red sector, white 3,000 cp,, red 3,000 c p . ; two group 
flashes, 6 sec, elevation 145ft,, visible, white eighteen 
miles, red fifteen mhes. 
152 
Eel Reef (U.), 1952: One white light, 200 cp,, 
3 sec. flash, elevation twenty-five feet, visible eight 
miles. 
Piper Islands (U. Co.), 1917: One white light 
1,500 cp., four group flashes, 20 sec, elevation fifty-
six feet, visible thirteen miles. 
Gierke Island (U. Co.), 1915: One white light 3,000 
cp,, 3 sec. flash, elevation fifty-six feet, visible thirteen 
miles. 
Hannibal Islands (U, Co.), 1921: One white light 
3,000 cp,, two group flashes, 6 sec, elevation fifty-five 
feet, visible twelve mhes. 
Cairncross Islets (U. Co.), 1934: One white light 
3,000 cp,, three group flashes, 15 sec, elevation 
seventy-two feet, visible fourteen miles. 
Wybom Reef (U. Co.), 1938-1941: One white-red 
sector, white 3,000 cp,, red 1,300 cp , ; four group 
flashes, 20 sec, elevation seventy-three feet, visible 
fourteen miles. 
Albany Rock (U. Co.), 1921: One white-red sector, 
white 3,000 cp., red 1,200 cp., 5 sec. flash, elevation 
ninety-nine feet, visible, white fifteen miles, red eight 
miles. 
Eborac Island (U. Co.), 1921-1941: Summit of 
island, Adolphus Channel, one white-red sector, white 
3,000 cp., red 1,200 c p . ; two group flashes, 10 sec, 
elevation 127ft., visible, white seventeen miles, red 
eight miles. 
East Strait Island (U. Co.), 1944-1954: One white 
light 700 cp., two group flashes, 8 sec, elevation 
seventy-nine feet, visible fourteen miles. 
Torrest Strait:— 
Twin Island (U.), 1945: One white light, 3 sec 
flash, elevation forty-eight feet, visible ten miles. 
Ince Point (U.), 1921-1948: North extreme of 
Wednesday Island, one white-red sector, white 3,000 
cp,, red 1,200 cp , ; three group flashes, 15 sec, eleva-
tion 125ft,, visible, white seventeen miles, red eight 
miles. 
Hammond Rock (U.), 1921-1933: One white-red 
sector, white 1,500 cp,, red 600 cp. , two group flashes, 
6 sec, elevation forty feet, visible, white eleven mhles, 
red seven mhes. 
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**Good's Island (U.), 1882-1954: Western Hill, 
near Tucker Point, rear, one white 1,300 cp,, 1 sec, 
flash, elevation 345ft., visible fifteen miles; front, 
1941-1946, one white light 1,000 cp„ 3 sec flash, eleva-
tion twenty-six feet, visible ten miles, 
«.!c*Booby Island, 1890-1954: One white light 
208,000 cp., 3 sec. flash, elevation 120ft., visible sixteen 
mhes. 
Harvey Rocks (U.), 1944-1957: One white light, 
10 sec. flash, elevation forty-seven feet, visible eleven 
miles. 
Bet Reef (U.), 1944-1957: One white light, 4.5 sec 
flash, elevation twenty-seven feet, visible 10 miles. 
Dove Islet, 1957: One white light, 10 sec flash, 
elevation twenty-seven feet, visible ten miles. 
** Good's Island (forniirly Goode Island, fringed by reefs, is near Thursday Island 
in Torres Strai t . It is three-quar ters of a square mile in area, and attains a 
height of 327ft. with partially wooded slopes. The lighthouse is on the summit , 
and the adjoining weather and signal station is corinected with the mainland 
telegiaph system. The island was originally named Good's Island by Matthew 
Flinders on November 2, 1802, after the botanist aboard the "InvcstLgalor" 
during its historic survey of the Australian coast. Because of an error made 
on the charts of a later survey in the 1840's the name was wrongly printed on 
maps and charts as Goode Island. In IQ48 the Admiralty reverted to Flinders" 
original (and c o r r c i ) spelling. 
*** Booby Island is a bleak dot of rock a quarter of a mile in circumference on 
the eastern edge of the Arafura Sea. 20 miles from Thursday Island. An 
astonishing geographical fact is that both Cook and Bligh named this islanti 
Booby without each other ' s knowle<l{;o, because it was in their day—and still is— 
the roosting place for hordes of boobies, a species of gannet. The birds were 
called " b o o b i e s " because of their habit of blundering clumsily in to the yards 
and rigging of sailing ships. Bligh of the "Bounty" passed the rock island 
during his epic open boat voyage to Timor after the Mutiny of the Bounty" in 
1789. He did not land there , although the s tatement has been erroneously made 
by some writers that he did so to give his crew and himself a respite from 
their ordeal. He sailed close to the rock and gave it its name because of the 
large number of boobies he saw. He was completely unaware of the fart that 
Cook had given it the same name in 1770—nearly twenty years previously. 
Apart from the lighthouse keepers who look after the great lenses 120ft. abov? 
the surface of the Arafura Sea, and the crew of the lighthouse tender which 
pays periodic visits to the island and the Good's Island Hshthouse eighteen miles 
to the west, there are no other inhabi tants on this lonely outpost. Booby Island 
is famous for its cave, which used to be the loneliest post office in the world. 
Its heydey as a post office began in the early 1800*s when skippers of sailing 
vessels whieh had navigated the dangerous Torres Strait left accounts of their 
experiences for skippers of other ships to read. In 1835 Captain Hobson, R.N., 
of H.M.S. "Rattlesnake, left on the island a proper logbook, pens and ink in 
a box, with printed forms for ship masters to fill in. Over the box was painted 
a notice "Pos t Off ice ." The island was marked "Pos t Off ice" on the charts . 
Ships would leave mail in the box for o ther ships going in the opposite direction 
to deliver. Stores were left there also, for shipwrecked mariners and fusitives 
from the ferocious island head-hunters who would not land on the island from 
their great war canoes, because they believed it to be haunted. About 1847 the 
New South Wales Legislative Council voted £ 5 0 for stores to be left on 
Booby Island. These stores were maintained until the late twenties. Nobody 
knows what happened to the logbooks, but the walls of the cave an- still 
scrawled with the names of the old sailing ships which visited there . 
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Dalrymple Islet (U.), 1944-1957: One white hght, 
4.5 sec. flash, elevation fifty-tw^o feet, visible twelve 
miles. 
Bramble Cay (U.), 1944: One white light, two 
group flashes, 6 sec, elevation fifty-two feet, visible 
twelve miles. 
Carpentaria (U. Co.), 1926-1946: Light-vessel, one 
white light and bell, 1,500 cp., three group flashes, 
15 sec, elevation thirty-two feet, visible ten mhes. 
